
 
 
THE WOODVILLE TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE’S REGULAR MEETING - April 15, 2020 

  
This regular meeting of the Woodville Township Trustees was held on April 15, 2020.  
 
Those in attendance: Trustees: Chairman Bill Hammer, Ken Green and Paul Runion, Fiscal Officer Lori Kepus, 
Sandusky County EMS Chief Jeff Jackson (left at 7:15 pm) Fire Chief Bill Andrews, Zoning Inspector Steve 
Michaelis (left at 7:50 pm) and Road Supervisor Jim Busdiecker. 
 
Trustee Chairman Bill Hammer called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. This meeting was held observing the 
COVID-19 pandemic precautions including social distancing as there was 6’ or more between meeting participants 
and only eight people were in attendance at any one time. 
 
As of today, there are 7,791 confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 in Ohio and 361 confirmed and probable 
COVID-19 deaths. A total of 2,237 people have been hospitalized, including 677 admissions to intensive care 
units. Sandusky County has confirmed 12 cases of COVID-19 positive persons, they have one probable case, six 
of those required hospitalization, and there have been two deaths. These numbers include 45 persons who were 
suspected of having COVID-19, but tested negative.  
 
Stay-at-home orders continue. It is highly recommended to wear a mask while in public. Almost every activity 
where more than 10 people gather has been cancelled, including schools, churches, wedding receptions, funerals, 
beauty salons, fitness centers, and bars all to help stop or at least minimize the spread of the virus. Essential 
businesses like grocery stores remain open, but must enforce a maximum number of customers allowed in a store 
at one time. In person voting for Ohio’s March 17th primary election was changed to an all-mail election due on 
April 28, 2020. Governor Mike DeWine challenged Ohioans to complete the 2020 U.S. Census and help Ohio 
surpass the response rate of the state up north! 

EMS – Sandusky County EMS Chief Jeff Jackson was present to give the Trustees the March run reports. LS19 

had 27 calls. There were 12 transports to the hospital – 10 were Advanced Life Saving runs and 2 were Basic 
Life Saving runs. 
 
Chief Jackson stated that while he can appreciate the willingness of the fire department to communicate daily 
events with his EMS crew, he said they run their communication process a little differently. Since we are all on 
information overload, they have a process in place to get information to all the crews at all five stations countywide 
as it is extremely important that all of the crews have the information with one message. Chief Jackson asked that 
if Woodville has have information that you feel the crews could benefit from to please send it on to the SCEMS 
headquarters in Fremont by email, and he will get it out to all the crews and stations in one message. 
 
The EMS has also put up new signs at the entrance doors to inform those who need EMS assistance to please 
return to their cars and call 9-1-1, explain their situation to dispatch, and then the EMS crews will come out to the 
patient to provide the appropriate medical attention. This is to help alleviate foot traffic and sick persons from 
entering the fire station during this COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Chief also stated that the new key pad locks on the EMS quarters and backdoor are working great for all the 
county EMS crews to easily access the building. And thank you for moving the lockers from the truck bay into the 
meeting room for easier, better access. The crews are very appreciative. 
 
Trustee Hammer stated that Whirlpool has donated a new washer and dryer for the fire station. The Trustees 
signed a thank you note to those involved with the donation process at the Whirlpool plant in Clyde. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 
All outside fire activities and trainings including county association meetings are either cancelled or on hold right 
now. Chief Andrews stated that the 36-hour basic firefighters’ class is being held “virtually” at the station instead 
of at Vanguard. Four firefighters are in the middle of completing their 36 hour training. They are staying 6 feet 
apart, and there are no hands-on activities they have to do at this time. The Trustees and fire department had 
previously decided to error on the side of caution and cancel all department activities and trainings until we are 
through this pandemic safely, but agreed that the virtual class can go on. 
 
Chief Andrews stated that Tim Schnitker is picking up the mentoring program as Joe Kopp will soon be moving to 
Tennessee. Mentoring is one-on-one training for new firefighters and they are social distancing as much as 
possible. The Trustees discussed this with the Fire Chief and both agreed to error on the side of caution and 
continue to postpone all training and fire activities for another month except the Basic 36 hour fire class. 
 
Chief Andrews stated he has received several calls from residents wanting to open burn. He said that all requests 
must first be approved by calling Melissa Boyers at the Ohio EPA at 800-686-6930 extension 3115 or email her 
at melissa.boyers@epa.ohio.gov. If she gives the approval for the burn, the resident must then notify the Fire 

Chief and let him know when they plan to burn. 
 
Trustee Green made a motion to allow the direct deposit of the Firefighter’s 1st Quarter, 2020 pay for runs and 
training in the amount of $6,247.50. Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
In other fire news: 
 

 The department had one fire run last Sunday. It was minor; a smoke filled house. 
 The Sandusky County EMA daily reports are still coming in. Chief participates in conference calls every 

Wednesday and Friday morning.  
 The state is offering on-line CEU’s for $30/person/year for fire and EMS and $20/person/year from 

CSUtest.com. The state gave firefighters a 90 day extension for renewing their certificates due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  If someone has required CEU’s they can still renew when their certificate is up. 

 Shannyn Miller has put PPE bags in R-1 and X-5 and N-95 masks in each firefighter’s locker. The 
Sandusky County EMS has an N-95 mask disinfector in the radio room, and masks can be disinfected 
20 times before they must be discarded. 

 The Sandusky County EMA and Terra State Community College have a good video online entitled “Save 
a Loved One - Stay at Home.” The address is https://youtu.be/GEuCkJqdzLY. 

 C&W Tank Cleaning had testing done on the oil separator. They suctioned out the grease trap and 
separator and the Ern’s drain was cleaned, and then Adkins came back and jetted out the outgoing line 
and found two cleanouts buried in the grass thanks to Ben Brien and the Village.  Chief thanked Trustee 
Runion and the township’s road department for getting a manhole cover to put over the grease trap 
clean-outs so they can be easily located in the future. 

https://youtu.be/GEuCkJqdzLY


 The pump engine on X-5 is being serviced today at Bay Tractor. 
 The department is looking into getting vertical mounts for the Hurst Jaws battery tools. Joe Walkowiak 

is working on moving up a shelf so they can get the tools to stand up.  
 He ordered belt clips for the pagers. One broke and they like to have spares on hand. 

 
ZONING – Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis reported that due to the COVID-19 outbreak, he has not made any 

in person visits since the last Trustee’s meeting.  
 
Steve stated he will be driving through the township to verify completion of and to check on the progress of past 
zoning permits issued.  
 
Steve said he called Hilda Escobar on TR 165, Genoa (Woodville Township) and she is going to fill out a zoning 
permit and will mail in the form with payment. 
 
Steve stated that he will soon be sending out letters to residents who have possible zoning violations. Letters 

will be sent to Tom Linke - various properties throughout the township, the Wiese – Ritzman family on Lime 

Road, and the Griffin – Sorg family and Donald Hoyt on TR 165.    

CEMETERY – Jim Busdiecker reported that workers had a burial today and are busy mowing all township 

cemeteries and properties. They have purchased the new fertilizer spreader. 
 
ROAD DEPARTMENT 

 
Trustee Hammer had a discussion with County Engineer Carlos Baez regarding the condition of the roads used 
by Michels in the NEXUS pipeline construction project last year including TR 48, TR 121, TR 139, and TR 93 and 
the water damage on TR 24 that was caused by a broken tile that occurred during construction. Baez said he 
does not think the roads are that bad and the repairs NEXUS made are very functional…they may not look pretty, 
but they are structurally ok and they meet my standards. The Trustees feel that the repairs were not done to 
ODOT specifications per our RUMA agreement. The Trustees will inform Baez that they respectfully disagree with 
his opinion and would like to show him our side by actually meeting with him on-site to further discuss the before 
and after photos of the roads used. 
 
The auction of the 1994 Case Backhoe on GovDeals.com will begin at 8 a.m. Monday, April 27 and will run until 
9 p.m. Wednesday, May 6. 
 
Discussion was held regarding the necessary culvert work needed on TR 48. Road Supervisor Jim Busdiecker 
stated that one catch basin and 240’ of pipe is needed. Each pipe is 8’ 2” long. 
 
Trustee Hammer made a motion to purchase one catch basin from Spoerr Concrete and 240’ of pipe from 
Independent Pipe in an amount up to $4,500.00 to complete the Borcherding Road (TR 48) culvert replacement 
project. Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed.  
 
A landowner on that road had requested that the township upsize the pipe to 15” on his property, but the township 
only installs 12” pipe per their guidelines. The Trustees stated that if the landowner wishes to upsize, we can order 
a bigger pipe, but the landowner will be asked to pay the cost difference. 
 
The Sandusky County Engineer’s Office has committed to bringing in their excavator to repair the ditch on TR 42 
in the near future. 
 
Kepus will be sending out letters to residents who usually purchase a garbage ticket, but have not been able to 
due to the no contact order by the state during this COVID-19 pandemic. The letters will encourage all to mail in 
their $80 fee to the township and a ticket will be issued. 
 
FISCAL OFFICER – Lori Kepus stated the OSS Recycling Center has cancelled all county spring recycling events 
at the fairgrounds in Fremont due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The next recycling events will be: Farm Tires 
(August 17-28) Household Hazardous Wastes (September 5) Appliances (September 19) TVs & Electronics 
(September 26) and Residential Tires (October 17). More information can be found on the township’s website. 
 

Johnson property purchase. The tentative closing date is still May 4th. Trustee Green made a motion to allow 
Fiscal Officer Kepus to wire the funds necessary to complete the sale, up to $40,000.00. Trustee Runion 
seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. Trustee Runion was appointed at the March 18th Trustee 
meeting to sign the closing documents on behalf of the township. 
 
Trustee Green made a motion to renew the township’s membership in the Sandusky County Township Association 
in the amount of $300. Trustee Runion seconded.  All answered yes to roll call.  Motion passed. 
 
Trustee Hammer made a motion to allow the following transfer to appropriately allocate expenses: $1,500 from 
the General Fund – Contracted Services account to the General Fund – Office Supplies account. Trustee Runion 
seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
Trustee Green made a motion to approve the warrants. Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. 
Motion passed. Trustee Green made a motion to approve the Trustee’s April 1, 2020 regular meeting minutes. 
Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
At 9:05 pm, with no further business, Trustee Runion moved for adjournment. Trustee Green seconded. This 
meeting was held in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code’s Sunshine Law. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


